
Progression in vocabulary in English 

 Nursery 30-50 Reception ELG Year 1 Year 2 

Time words Verbally  
Days of week 
morning, 
afternoon, night, 
evening 
Once upon a 
time 

Verbally  
Months of the 
Year 
 

first, next, after, 

then, finally  

  
 

first, next, after,  

then, finally, 

when, 

meanwhile, 

before, later, 

previously 

Conjunctions   and, because 

  
 

or, and, but, so  

when, if, that, 

because  

suffix   -ed, -er, -ing with 

no change to 

root word 

-ful, -ness, -ly, -

ment, -less 

Add suffix and 

double the 

consonant 

Add suffix and 

change the y into 

an i 

spelling Initial sounds Ph 2 and Ph 3 
tricky words, 
cvc words, 
phonetically 
plausible 

Ph 2, 3, 4 and 5 
tricky words, 
cvc, ccvc, cvcc, 
phonetically 

plausible 

Year 1 HFW 

add s 
add es to words 
ending in y (e.g. 
tries) 
v at end of words 

(e.g. have) 

compound words 

days of week 

words ending in y 

-tch 

Double 

consonant ff, ll, 

ss, zz, ck 

 

Ph 2, 3, 4 and 5 
tricky words, 
cvc, ccvc, cvcc, 
Year 1 & 2 HFW 

‘s 

Homophones 

ey ending (e.g. 

donkey) 

y at end of words 

such as cry 

contractions 

-tion 

 

 

 

 

 

 


